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Introduction
The continued growth of the Greenville region provides the opportunity and need for
improved choice in transportation.  Creating an environment in which pedestrians and
bicyclists can move with ease and confidence between desirable activity sites provides
benefits to individuals (improved fitness and reduced transportation costs) and the
larger community (fewer vehicle miles traveled and cleaner environment).  Alternatives
to private automobiles create recreational opportunities and enhance the quality of life
and livability of a neighborhood, city, and region.

But for many residents, the need for improved pedestrian and bicycle facilities is not a
matter of choice — it is a matter of necessity.  For persons with disabilities or those
without access to private automobiles, the network of sidewalks, bike lanes, and paths
connect them to their homes and livelihoods.

At the public workshops held during the planning process, citizens supported
improvements to the pedestrian and bicycle network throughout the region.  These
citizens want to walk to schools and parks from their homes.  They want improved
trails and paths that connect to regional systems.  Additionally, they want sidewalks and
bike lanes to be built in existing neighborhoods and as new neighborhoods and
roadways are constructed.  These desires and needs are being recognized by officials at
all levels of government who understand that while the benefits to bicyclists and
pedestrians alone justify many of these improvements, other users of the transportation
system will find advantages in these changes.  For example, a paved shoulder not only
gives extra space to bicyclists, but it also provides a refuge for motorists with disabled
vehicles and helps to slow pavement deterioration of the travel lane.

Building sidewalks and re-striping pavement is only part of the solution to making the
region more pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly.  For uses other than recreational,
pedestrian and bicycle planning is a land use consideration because users must have
complementary land uses within a reasonable distance.  Properly executed, pedestrian
and bicycle planning produces an interconnected system that serves both recreational
and transportation needs.

Existing Conditions and Plans
Pedestrian Environment
Pedestrian is described as both “undistinguished, ordinary” and “travel by foot,” so
ideally, travel by foot should be ordinary and commonplace.  Within the downtown
areas, an existing interconnected network of sidewalks encourages pedestrian travel.
Moving from the urban core, however, pedestrian facilities become less consistent,
mainly serving major corridors and a few neighborhoods.  Few sidewalks exist along
the rural fringe and in the countryside, forcing pedestrians into travel lanes.

The South Carolina Department of Transportation acknowledged this trend when it
addressed the need for sidewalks in the 2003 Highway Design Manual:

Generally, sidewalks are an integral part of city streets. For suburban residential areas,
the  construction  of  sidewalks  is  often  deferred.  However,  sidewalks  in  rural  and
suburban areas are still often justified at points of community development such as
schools, local businesses, shopping centers and industrial plants that result in pedestrian
concentrations along the highway. If pedestrian activity is anticipated, include sidewalks
as part of the construction.

Walkers in the GPATS region have access to some greenways and trails, particularly
shorter trails located within public parks.  The Greenville County parks of Poinsett,
Gary L. Pittman, Herdklotz, Lincoln, and Piney Mountain include walking trails.  The
City of Greenville maintains the Reedy River Corridor Trail, a continuous paved trail
along the banks of the Reedy River that connects several city parks.  Veteran’s Park in
Greer and the Mauldin City Park offer walking paths.  In Easley, a 1-mile nature trail is
provided at the J.B. “Red” Owens Recreation Complex.  Many of the greenways and
trails used by pedestrians are shared with bicyclists.

Figures 6.1A to 6.1D illustrate the existing network of sidewalks in the GPATS region.

Bicycle Environment
The dual, and in some cases competing, roles of practical versus recreational bicycling
create other factors that foretell the bicycle network’s attractiveness to a given user.  For
the practical user, the proximity of activity sites and the creation of human-scaled
environments support bicycle use.  The average citizen can access destinations within a
5-mile (30-minute) radius.  With interconnected streets and a mix of land uses, the
downtown areas of Greenville and the area’s smaller cities provide such an
environment.  The recreational cyclist benefits from several loops and trails north and
south of Greenville and a few within the city limits.  Cyclists comfortable riding with
traffic can take advantage of the existing rural roads with relatively lower traffic
volumes.

The existing network of bicycle facilities is poised for improvement in part due to
renewed commitment by SCDOT and emerging momentum following a national
cycling event.  Like pedestrian facilities, the state DOT emphasized the importance of
considering the needs of bicyclists in new roadway construction.  An Engineering
Directive Memorandum in 2003 stated that bicycle accommodations “should be a
routine part of the Department’s planning, design, construction, and operating
activities.”  The Memorandum describes different facilities and provides guidance on
their design requirements for new projects.























http://www.pedbikeimages.org










http://www.saferoutestoschools.org.

































